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This year numerous thesis projects were submitted

by graduate and post-graduate students from 20

countries within the domains of urban design, landscape

architecture, and planning out of which 37 selected

thesis abstracts has been published as part of this book
of abstract.

The UDL Thesis Publication book is scheduled for release,
in the month of December 2023, that will feature the
abstracts published here along with the Thesis Projects.
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About Us

Urban Design Lab is a unique platform for Urbanists, Architects,
Designers and Planners to share their working methods, acquire
additional skills, and explore new avenues of Urban environment.

The programs at UDL are specifically designed to provide a forum for
interaction among urban professionals and make resources accessible
globally. The platform is shaped to reflect and respond to the concerns
and voices of urban areas from around the world.

At Urban Design Lab, we recognize that the urban environment is
constantly evolving, and we aim to create programs that reflect the
needsand concerns of urban areasfrom around the world. Our platform
is shaped by the voices and experiences of urban professionals and
designed to offer a space for creative exchange and innovation.

In addition to serving as a forum for urban professionals, Urban
Design Lab is also one of the most popular and influential urban
design publication. With a website that reaches over a million people
annually, we strive to provide a carefully curated selection of the most
inspirational design projects and a research-based approach that
inspires our community and various other design fraternities from
across the globe.

Our online community is home to thousands of people from more than
95 countries who share a passion for learning and creative growth.
Whether you are an urban professional or a design enthusiast, Urban
Design Lab offers a distinctive platform that provides opportunities to
learn and develop new skills in the field of urban domain.
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Preface

UDL Thesis Publication is a distinguished platform that stands as a
beacon for showcasing visionary and research-driven thesis projects
in the domains of urban design, landscape architecture, and planning.
This publication celebrates the fusion of creativity and scholarly inquiry,
reflecting the endeavors of talented undergraduate and postgraduate
students who tread uncharted territories in the realm of urban design
and related fields.

At its core, the UDL Thesis Publication aims to amplify the resonance
of international design and research trends, enriching the minds
of academics, professionals, researchers, and students, fostering a
dynamic exchange of knowledge. As you immerse yourself in these
pages, you'll envision the horizons which the students are helping
to reshape—a future where urban spaces thrive with innovation,
harmony, and resilience.

Within these pages, you will explore the compilation of abstracts for
the upcoming “UDL Thesis Publication” online seminar, scheduled
for August 26th and 27th, 2023. This convergence of intellect and
imagination showcases students’ contributions to both personal
recognition and a global dialogue shaping the evolving design and
research landscape, embodying our academic community’s creative
spirit. The seminar is a celebration of academic excellence, featuring
exceptional thesis that delve into the intricate interplay between
human spaces and the built environment, unraveling challenges
and opportunities. The abstracts offer a glimpse into the showcased
research, spanning sustainable urban development, community-
centered planning, innovative architectural designs, harmonious
landscape interventions, and more.

We extend our gratitude to the students and jurors, for making it
possible to curate this exceptional selection of thesis. As you explore
these abstracts, we hope they ignite curiosity, meaningful discussions,
and new perspectives. The “UDL Thesis Publication” online seminar is
not just an event; it's a testament to the collective power of intellect,
vision, and aspiration. Together, we strive to enhance the quality of
urban life and usher in a future of innovation and harmony.
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Seminar Schedule

Day 1: urban Landscape & Management

Session 1

03:00 PM - 06:00 PM IST (India Standard Time) / 09:30 AM - 12:30 PM UTC (Coordinated Universal Time)

Jury Composition: Ar. Ujan Ghosh, Ar. Gary Gilson & Ar. Clara Reutter
Convenor: Ar. Vishnu Suresh
Moderator: Ar. Ankur Jyoti Dutta

Session 2

07:00 PM - 10:00 PM IST (India Standard Time) / 01:30 PM - 04:30 PM UTC (Coordinated Universal Time)

Jury Composition: Dr. Manoj Kini, Ar. Nicolo Chierichetti, Dr. Nabil Mohareb

Moderator: Ar. Malavika Muralidharan

Day 2: urban Networks & Renewal

Session 1

03:00 PM - 06:00 PM IST (India Standard Time) / 09:30 AM - 12:30 PM UTC (Coordinated Universal Time)

Jury Composition: Dr. Sunny Bansal, Dr. Mohd Alaa Mandour & Ar. Sunggi Park

Convenor: Ar. Vishnu Suresh
Moderator: Ar. Pragya Hotwani

Session 2

07:00 PM - 10:00 PM IST (India Standard Time) / 01:30 PM - 04:30 PM UTC (Coordinated Universal Time)

Jury Composition: Dr. Amita Sinha Ar. Daniel Feldman & Ar. Martin Zogran
Moderator: Ar. Akanksha Ruchi Horo

Note: The UDL Thesis Publication book is scheduled for release, in the month of December
2023, that will feature the abstracts published here along with the Thesis Projects.

UDL Thesis Publication | 2023 |13
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Seminar Schedule

Day

26 August, 2023, Saturday

Themes : Urban Landscape & Urban Management

03:00 PM - 03:10 PM (IST)

09:30 AM - 09:40 AM (UTC)

03:10 PM - 03:30 PM (IST)

09:40 AM - 10:00 AM (UTC)

Session 1

Inaugral and Welcome Note - Urban Design Lab

Vote of Thanks - Vishnu Suresh

03:00 PM - 06:00 PM IST (India Standard Time) / 09:30 AM - 12:30 PM UTC (Coordinated Universal Time)

Panel Members: Ujan Ghosh, Gary Gilson, Clara Reutter

03:30 PM - 03:35 PM (IST)

10:00 AM -10:05 AM (UTC)

03:35 PM - 03:50 PM (IST)

10:05 AM - 10:20 AM (UTC)

03:50 PM - 04:05 PM (IST)

10:20 AM -10:35 AM (UTC)

04:05 PM - 04:20 PM (IST)

10:35 AM -10:50 AM (UTC)

04:20 PM - 04:35 PM (IST)

10:50 AM - 11:05 AM (UTC)

04:35 PM - 04:50 PM (IST)

11:05 AM -11:20 AM (UTC)

04:50 PM - 05:05 PM (IST)

11:20 AM -11:35 AM (UTC)

05:05 PM - 05:20 PM (IST)

T1:35AM - 11:50 AM (UTC)

Session Introduction and Welcome Note - Ankur Jyoti Dutta

Permeating Socio-Ecological Walls | Sao Paulo, Brazil
Larissa Muller (Post Graduate)
Urban Landscape

Nature to Nurture: Exploring the role of nature in boosting people’'s mental
health | Bengaluru, India

Soumitra (Post Graduate)

Urban Landscape

Managing Pluvial floods through Nature based Planning Strategies | Delhi, India
Manish M Nair (Post Graduate)
Urban Landscape

Ghat : A Public Space | Varanasi, India
Dimpi Kantariya (Under Craduate)
Urban Landscape

Environmental Impact of Constructed Wetland Parks towards achieving
Sustainability | Egypt

Aya EIMeligy (Post Graduate)

Urban Landscape

Re-Imagining The Ancient Port Town Of Beypore As A Gateway To Malabar
Region | Kozhikode, India

Manna Maria Nixon (Post Graduate)

Urban Landscape

Re-invigorating the Riverine Realm: Integrating Urban Design for Water Quality,
Resilience, and Cultural Preservation in the Yarra River [Melbourne, Australlia

Mrunal Venkatakrishnan (Post Graduate)
Urban Landscape
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05:20 PM - 05:35 PM (IST)

11:50 AM - 12:05 PM (UTC)

05:35 PM -

05:50 PM (IST)

12:05 PM -

05:50 PM-

12:20 PM (UTC)

06:00 PM (IST)

12:20 PM -

Sessio

Session 2

12:30 PM (UTC)

n Break.........

.......................................
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Beyond Cleansing : Transitioning Towards Socio-Ecological Resilience in the
Ganges River Basin through an Adaptive Spatial Planning Model | Ganges River
Basin, India

Jahnavi Bhatt (Post Graduate)

Urban Management

Proposal for Decongestion and Facility Upgrade of Urban Activities of The
Gateway City, Case Apllication at Siliguri | West Bengal, India

Sayantani Saha (Post Graduate)
Urban Management

Panel Discussion

......................

...........................................

07:00 PM - 10:00 PM IST (India Standard Time) / 01:30 PM - 04:30 PM UTC (Coordinated Universal Time)

Panel Members: Manoj Kini, Nicolo Chierichetti, Nabil Mohareb

07.00 PM-

07:05 PM (IST)

01:30 PM -

07:05 PM-

01:35 PM (UTC)

07:20 PM (IST)

01:35 PM -

07:20 PM-

01:50 PM (UTC)

07:35 PM (IST)

01:50 PM -

07:35 PM-

02:05 PM (UTC)

07:50 PM (IST)

02:05 PM - 02:20 PM (UTC)

07:50 PM-

08:05 PM (IST)

02:20 PM - 02:35 PM (UTC)

08:05 PM-

08:20 PM (IST)

02:35 PM -

08:20 PM-

02:50 PM (UTC)

08:35 PM (IST)

02:50 PM - 03:05 PM (UTC)

Session Introduction and Welcome Note - Malavika Murlidharan

Astitva - An Urban Center For Waste Mangement and Community Development
| Jaipur, India

Abhishek Sharma (Under Graduate)
Urban Management

Glocalism: Reinterpretation of Craftsmanship in a public realm | Mumbai, India
Mohamed Shameem (Under Graduate)
Urban Management

Sociospatial Injustice. Analysis And Registration of its a in Barrio Sinai | Costa
Rica

Andrea Castro Jiménez, Josué Zeledén Rodriguez, Verénica Campos Céspedes

& Angélica Solis Arce (Under Graduate)

Urban Management

Skill Development Centre in Urban Villages | Shahberi, Ghaziabad, India
Hafsa Rafi (Under Graduate)
Urban Management

Aikya - A Culturally Inclusive Marketplace | Guwahati, India
Shreyasi Singha (Under Graduate)
Urban Management

Dissolving Matrix; New type of Data Center Introduced by Air Rights | Seoul,
South Korea

Taerim Kim (Under Graduate)
Urban Management
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08:35 PM- 08:50 PM (IST)

03:05 PM - 03:20 PM (UTC)

08:50 PM- 09:05 PM (IST)

03:20 PM - 03:35 PM (UTC)

09:05 PM- 09:20 PM (IST)

03:35 PM - 03:50 PM (UTC)

09:20 PM- 09:35 PM (IST)

03:50 PM - 04:05 PM (UTC)

09:35 PM- 09:50 PM (IST)

04:05 PM - 04:20 PM (UTC)

09:50 PM-10:00 PM (IST)

04:20 PM - 04:30 PM (UTC)

Center for Rehabilitation of People Diagnosed with Psychiatric illnesses | Pune,
India

Savri Kulkarni (Under Graduate)
Urban Management

GMA Network Inc: Multimedia Broadcasting and Cultural Centre Enlivening
Philippine Mythology Through Social Architecture | Quezon City, Philippines

Erano Joshua Bumanglag Rivera (Under Graduate)
Urban Management

Gastronomic Center - La REPUBLICA | Quito Ecuador
Maria Jose Santos (Under Graduate)
Urban Management

An Inclusive Paradigm to Sustain Fishermen Communities: Catalysing Inevitable
infrastructural Growth | Tajpur, India

Shivangi Agarwal (Under Graduate)
Urban Management

Assessment of Urban Resilience and Disaster Risk Reduction | Egypt
Rasha Mahmoud Gaber (Phd)
Urban Management

Panel Discussion
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27 August, 2023, Sunday

Themes : Urban Networks & Urban Renewal

03:00 PM - 03:10 PM (IST)

09:30 AM - 09:40 AM (UTC)

03:10 PM - 03:30 PM (IST)

09:40 AM - 10:00 AM (UTC)

Session 1

Session Summary - Urban Design Lab

Opening Remark - Vishnu Suresh

03:00 PM - 06:00 PM IST (India Standard Time) / 09:30 AM - 12:30 PM UTC (Coordinated Universal Time)

Panel Members: Sunny Bansal, Mohamed Alaa Mandour, Sunggi Park

03:30 PM - 03:35 PM (IST)

10:00 AM -10:05 AM (UTC)

03:35 PM - 03:50 PM (IST)

10:05 AM - 10:20 AM (UTC)

03:50 PM - 04:05 PM (IST)

10:20 AM -10:35 AM (UTC)

04:05 PM - 04:20 PM (IST)

10:35 AM -10:50 AM (UTC)

04:20 PM - 04:35 PM (IST)

10:50 AM - 11:05 AM (UTC)

04:35 PM - 04:50 PM (IST)

11:05 AM -11:20 AM (UTC)

04:50 PM - 05:05 PM (IST)

11:20 AM - 11:35 AM (UTC)

05:05 PM - 05:20 PM (IST)

1:35 AM -11:50 AM (UTC)

Session Introduction and Welcome Note - Pragya Hotwani

Catalog of habitable structures for urban activation in the road infrastructure |
Bogota, Colombia

Juan David Granados Vela (Under Graduate)

Urban Networks

Sensing the Invisible | Thrissur, India
Sreethu P R (Post Graduate)
Urban Networks

The Self-sufficient city | Manchester, United Kingdom
Shrida Venkatesh (Post Graduate)
Urban Networks

More than paint on concrete: Conducting a Playful Reimagination of London'’s
Expanding Cycle Network | London, United Kingdom

Toby Godfray (Post Graduate)

Urban Networks

Soliloquy of A City- Kushtia: Exploring the History of Cultural Capital | Kushtia,
Bangladesh

Tabassum Sultana (Under Graduate)

Urban Renewal

Importance of Play in Urban Design | Ontario, Canada
Jessica Cela (Under Graduate)
Urban Renewal

Urban and Community Development of Abdeen | Cairo, Egypt
Manar Ahmed AlGammal (Under Craduate)
Urban Renewal

UDL Thesis Publication | 2023 | 17
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05:20 PM - 05:35 PM (IST)

11:50 AM - 12:05 PM (UTC)

05:35 PM - 05:50 PM (IST)

12:05 PM - 12:20 PM (UTC)

05:50 PM- 06:00 PM (IST)

12:20 PM -12:30 PM (UTC)

Session Break ........

Session 2

Kaleidoscopic Mumbai : Proposed Event Space at India United Mill Compound
2 & 3 | Mumbai, India

Shirin Sachin Vaidya (Under Graduate)
Urban Renewal

Re-envisioning the urban plazas of Chandigarh - The case of sector 43 and Vikas
Marg | India

Vidhi Hans (Post Graduate)
Urban Renewal

Panel Discussion

07:00 PM - 10:00 PM IST (India Standard Time) / 01:30 PM - 04:30 PM UTC (Coordinated Universal Time)

Panel Members: Amita Sinha, Daniel Feldman & Martin Zogran

07:00 PM- 07:05 PM (IST)

01:30 PM - 01:35 PM (UTC)

07:05 PM- 07:20 PM (IST)

01:35 PM - 01:50 PM (UTC)

07:20 PM- 07:35 PM (IST)

01:50 PM - 02:05 PM (UTC)

07:35 PM- 07:50 PM (IST)

02:05 PM - 02:20 PM (UTC)

07:50 PM- 08:05 PM (IST)

02:20 PM - 02:35 PM(UTC)

08:05 PM- 08:20 PM (IST)

02:35 PM - 02:50 PM (UTC)

08:20 PM- 08:35 PM (IST)

02:50 PM - 03:05 PM (UTC)

Session Introduction and Welcome Note - Akanksha Horo

Bigkis: Transforming the Bocaue Public Market and Fish Port into an Integrated
Communal Urban Space | Bulacan, Philippines

Mark Angelo San Gabriel Mendoza (Under Graduate)

Urban Renewal

Revitalization of Moti Mohalla and converting it into an eco hamlet | Kashmir,
India

Bhumika Batra (Under Graduate)
Urban Renewal

Abandoned bridge As a public realm | Prayagraj, Uttar Pradesh, India
Shambhavi Mishra (Under Graduate)
Urban Management

Upside Down Flows. Redeeming the landscapes crossed by the Olona River |
Milan, Italy

Virgilio Diaz, Karelia Diaz (Post Graduate)

Urban Renewal

Gheekanta Commercial District Redevelopment Plan | Ahmedabad, India
Priy Bhushan (Post Graduate)
Urban Renewal

Reduce, reuse, rePlant! Circular city in the area of the T.Sendzimir Steelworks in
Krakow | Krakéw, Poland

Maria Matgorzata Zimnoch, Katarzyna Orzechowska (Post Graduate)

Urban Renewal
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08:35 PM- 08:50 PM (IST) Redevelopment of Historical Precincts - A case example of Kangra Fort |
03:05 PM - 03:20 PM (UTC) Himachal Pradesh, India

Aman Deep Gupta (Post Graduate)
Urban Renewal

08:50 PM- 09:05 PM (IST) Rediscovering the place to acknowledge its history: Towards the revitalization of
03:20 PM - 03:35 PM (UTC) Rua da Junqueira and its forgotten heritage | Lisbon, Portugal

Elisa de Andrade Naud (Post Graduate)
Urban Renewal

09:05 PM- 0915 PM (IST) Panel Discussion

03:35 PM - 03:45 PM (UTC)

09:15 PM- 09:30 PM (IST, . .
=0 Concluding remark - Vishnu Suresh

03:45 PM - 04:00 PM (UTC)

09:30 PM-10:00 PM (IST . . .
=7 Validectory Session - Urban Design Lab

04:00 PM - 04:30 PM (UTC)
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Publication Themes

The captivating journey through the “UDL Thesis Publication” book’s
thematic sections opens up a world of urban exploration that is
both enlightening and thought-provoking. Within its pages, the four
distinct themes unfurl, each a compelling dimension of urban life that
deserves our attention and consideration.

Urban Renewal, the first theme, invites us to delve into the intricate
strategies that breathe new life into urban spaces, drawing from the
wellspring of heritage preservation and the art of regeneration.

As we move forward, the second theme, Urban Landscape, paints a
vivid picture of design that extends beyond aesthetics, encompassing
climate resilience, preservation of cultural roots, and the fostering of
resident well-being.

The third theme, Urban Management, peels back the layers of
economic and social governance that underpin thriving cities—cities
that embrace inclusivity and functionality to their core.

Lastly, the fourth theme, Urban Networks, casts its spotlight on the
connective threads that tie cities together: the intricate web of mobility,
the pulse of connectivity, and the quest for efficient movement.

But these themes are not isolated fragments; rather, they intricately
weave together, forming a rich tapestry of ideas that stretch from
the foundations of historical preservation to the towering heights of
sustainable innovation. Within each thesis lies a piece of the urban
puzzle, and as we immerse ourselves in this collection, we're invited to
explore the intricate interplay of dynamics that shape our cities—today
and in the boundless realm of tomorrow.

UDL Thesis Publication | 2023 | 21




Urban Renewal

This theme encompasses the conservation, regeneration,
revitalization, and heritage revival of urban areas. The area of focus
and research include:

e Conservation: Preservation and protection of heritage buildings
and districts.

® Regeneration: Renewal and Redevelopment of underutilized or
abandoned areas.

® Revitalization: Improvement and enhancement of existing urban
areas.

® Heritage Revival: Revitalization of historic buildings and

neighbourhoods.

Urban Landscape

This theme focuses on the design and management of the natural
and built environment in urban areas. The area of focus and research
include:

e Climate Resilience: Designing urban areas to adapt to climate
change and mitigate its impact.

® Green-Blue Infrastructure: Integrating naturaland builtelements
to create sustainable urban environments.

e Landscape Heritage: preserving and promoting the cultural and
natural heritage of urban areas.

e Landscape Health and Well-being: designing urban areas that
promote physical and mental well-being of its residents.

e Sustainable Urbanism: creating environmentally sustainable
urban areas.

® Recreation and Leisure: designing urban areas for recreational

and leisure activities.
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Urban Management

This theme emphasizes the social and economic management of
urban areas. The area of focus and research include:

® |Infrastructure management: Addressing infrastructure, services
and housing shortages through design-based solutions.

e Social and Community Management: Promoting social cohesion
and community development.

® Urban Conflict Management: Managing conflicts that arise

® Urban Risk Management: Managing risks and hazards.

® Tourism Management: Managing tourism and its impact.

e Inclusive Urbanism: Creating inclusive urban areas that are

accessible to all.

Urban Networks

This theme emphasizes the social and economic management of
urban areas. The area of focus and research include:

e Mobility and Accessibility: Promoting easy and efficient
movement within and between urban areas.

® City Linkages: Creating linkages between different urban areas
and promoting regional connectivity.

® Transit Oriented Development: Developing urban areas around
transit hubs.

® Water Based Transit Connectivity: Creating water-based
transportation systems to promote connectivity and reduce

congestion.
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Introduction

Urban Renewal

Urban renewal involves a wide range of methods to revitalize urban
environments. This complex concept involves not only preserving
heritage structures and districts and their history, but also revitalizing
disused or abandoned city corners. This rehabilitation demands
careful and purposeful redesign and reuse of places to meet modern
needs while preserving their history.

The topic emphasizes improving and revitalizing metropolitan areas.
This requires a complete redesign that addresses functionality and
aesthetics. It imagines cities as living, breathing organisms that can
adapt to their residents’ needs. Urban revitalization aims to integrate
old and new by adding energy, design, and infrastructure.

Reviving old structures and neighborhoods is essential to urban
renewal’s cultural identity. These architectural marvels, often
weathered, hold stories of the past. The city allows citizens to connect
with their history and celebrate their unique heritage by revitalizing
historic landmarks.

This theme's diverse theses explore intriguing and unknown paths.
These explorations demonstrate urban renewal's creativity and
vision, from circular urban concepts that reimagine industrial sites
as sustainable hubs of activity to the meticulous work of unearthing
forgotten heritage in bustling city streets. The idea also includes lively
event venues nestled in ancient compounds, giving the community a
joyous way to experience history.

In conclusion, urban revitalization research and efforts demonstrate
its complexity. It bridges heritage preservation, sustainable
development, and the heartwarming purpose of increasing the
community’s communal experience. Urban regeneration shapes
spaces that commemorate the past, serve the present, and build a
promising future as cities evolve.
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Mark Angelo SG. Mendoza

Bachelor’s of Science in Architecture - Urban Design Track | 2023

Far Eastern University - Manila | Manila, Philippines

Bigkis: Transforming the Bocaue Public Market
and Fish Port into an Integrated Communal Urban
Space | Manila, Philippines

Thesis Guide: Ar. Don Johnson Lontoc, Ar. Anna Lorraine Evangelista &
Ar. Khenneth Chia

Although Bocaue, Bulacan, Philippines has amazing places, products,
activities, and cultural events, one of their concerns is the deterioration
of Bocaue Public Market and Fish Port since it is located at the heart of
the town. The place generates Php 30,000 - Php 40,000 ($1,700 - $2,200)
per week (Friday-Sunday) from the rental spaces and Php 1,700 - Php
2,000 ($90 - $110) on a typical day (Monday-Thursday) from the parking
fees and potential income can generate more if this big chunk of space
has been redeveloping. The town has blue and green open spaces. The
major blue open space is the Bocaue River and green open space is
limited to the Barangay basketball courts, the small municipal plaza,
and Ciudad de Victoria which is not accessible and private. The town is
also dealing with a flooding problem in some areas, particularly those
near the river, and according to the Department of Trade and Industry
resiliency indicators 2021, Bocaue has a poor local risk assessment, a
disaster risk reduction plan, and a lack of a land use plan, ranking it
225th in terms of resiliency.

The following problems must be addressed by the project:

1. How can the public market be a communal place that contributes to
the urban fabric of Bocaue?

2. What are the spatial requirements of the public market to be resilient
in terms of planning?

3. What spatial strategies can be adopted to make the public market
flexible to the needs of the users and its contextual issues?

Reilient  Placemaking,  Hedonistic  Sustainability, — Urban
Redevelopment
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Bachelor of Architecture | 2023
Amity School of Architecture and Planning | Noida, India

Thesis Title: Rejuvenation of Moti Mohalla, Dal Lake and
converting it into an Eco Hamlet | Kashmir, India

Thesis Guide: Ar. Jinisha Jain

Abstract: This thesis proposes the transformation of Moti Mohalla, a floating
hamlet within the serene surroundings of Dal Lake, into an eco-friendly
village that serves the needs of its inhabitants and supports sustainable
tourism. The current relocation plan by the Jammu and Kashmir
government has proven unsuccessful, leading to the development of a
holistic approach that empowers the commmunity while preserving their
cultural heritage and the lake's ecosystem. By introducing essential
facilities, promoting community empowerment, and implementing
eco-conscious construction techniques, this initiative aims to enhance
the lives of the residents and offer visitors an immersive experience of
Dal Lake's natural beauty.

Keywords: Eco-friendly development, Community empowerment,
Sustainable tourism.
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Shambhavi Mishra
Bachelor of Architecture | 2023

Apeejay School of Architecture and planning, CGreater Noida, India

Abandoned Bridge as a Public Realm | Prayagraj,
Uttar Pradesh, India

Thesis Guide: Ar. Kanika Verma

The historic Lord Curzon Bridge in Prayagraj, U.P., is a steel Girder
structure over the Ganga. It was sanctioned as a state railway bridge in
1901 by the British government, with a road on top level and a railway
line below, making it a two-leveled engineering marvel of the time.
In 1998, with the establishment of a new railway bridge, this became
obsolete, soon after the road was declared inoperative. Railways, instead
of dismantling it, handed the 117-year-old bridge to the UP Tourism
Department in 2018.

The bridge was abandoned quite a while ago, but it is still frequented
by pedestrians. Native use it for morning walks. The youth from MNNIT
and Allahabad University are active users, although the current state is
unsafe and the approach lacks maintenance. It has religious significance
as well, especially during the Kumbh Mela.

The rusty and futile form is now a part of the skyline of Prayagraj. With
a 360-degree view of the Ganga and city from an elevated level. It has
great potential to connect people to rivers through futuristic experiential
plug-ins as a part of Urban Growth.

This thesis explores the potential for adaptive reuse of the bridge and
the place-making potential of the context by connecting two sides of
the river edge through activities.

The proposal will develop holistic solutions for Recreational Activities
through Landscape, Economy generation through Ganga Museum and
Community Centre as an Art and Craft village with Architecture and
Urban Design interventions at the riverfront.

Public Realm, Adaptive Reuse, Urban Plugin, Recreational
development, place making, River edge development.
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Author Profile:  Shirin Sachin Vaidya
Bachelor of Architecture | 2023

Lokamanya Tilak Institute of Architecture and Design Studies,
Kopar Khairane | Navi Mumbai, India

Thesis Title:  Kaleidoscopic Mumbai: Proposed Event Space at
India United Mill Compound 2 & 3 | Mumbai, India

Thesis Guide: Ar. Prof. Beena Santhosh

Abstract: Kaleidoscopic Mumbai, is an architectural, social experiment that
focuses on building the image of Mumbai by prompting the city's
citizens to come together and celebrate, thus creating a welcoming
place designed to encourage human connections— which is the identity
of Mumbai. The project seeks to combine and facilitate programs and
typologies: to benefit both temporary and permanent spaces.

The selected site is an old textile mill compound which retains old
structures conserved as Grade 2B structures. The design aims to
emulate spaces with rich temporal quality and informality that are
the roots of Indian public life, creating spontaneous and momentary
responses to these celebratory traditional Indian places. This is achieved
by developing a module which can be connected in multiple ways to
facilitate genres of festivals.

A commercial block that has eateries, shops and an auditorium
ensure constant footfall. The inclusion of a screening block and an
Amphitheatre will further elevate the footfall and revenue on the days
when there isn't an ongoing festival. They will also help in bringing a
diverse group of people to the site. The core of this project is that — new
ideas and methods of celebration need new infrastructure which will be
an amalgamation of old and new. The project concentrates on sharing
the spirit of Mumbai with its visitors. This is done by choosing a location
that pays homage to yesterday, celebrates the likings of today and
promotes the ventures of tomorrow!

Keywords: Adaptive Reuse, Image of the city, Event Spaces, Temporality,
Ethos, Urban voids, Urban Renewal.
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Tabassum Sultana
Bachelor of Architecture | 2021

University of Asia Pacific | Dhaka, Bangladesh

Soliloquy of A City- Kushtia: Exploring the History
of Cultural Capital | Kushtia, Bangladesh

Thesis Guide: Abu Sayeed Mostague Ahmed & Mehrab Iftekher

Every city ages in a unique way. A bustling city center may become
outmoded and unused over time. With all of these wiped memories, our
cities are losing their distinct personality and becoming monotonous,
with no unique story to tell. These tales can be preserved, revived, and
once again honored.

Against this backdrop, Kushtia is regarded as Bangladesh’'s cultural
capital, but its unchecked growth is causing its cultural and historical
structures to disappear. The ideas of this project are to restore people’s
sense of pride and provide current requirements, allowing the historic
architecture to speak for itself, and explore how the city’s vibrant history
can be celebrated through a design that rejuvenating the past and
offers an experiential space for the community.

The cultural mapping process commences with a thorough examination
of historical records, literature, and local narratives, aiming to elucidate
thetown'sevolutionand cultural milestones. Tocomprehend our current,
we must maintain our legacy, as those places once sustained the town.
The project identifies four significant zones based on the findings from
cultural mapping: Zone A (Jogoti Station), Zone B (Mohini Mills), Zone C
(Shrine of Lalon Shah), and Zone D (Theater Para). Zone A and Zone B
are conveniently connected by a Shuttle Train (local train), while Zone B,
Zone C, and Zone D are within a 15-minute walking distance from each
other.

Cultural Heritage, Cultural Capital, Civic Pride, Folk Tradition,
Rejuvenating the Past, Architectural Conservation, Heritage
Preservation, Adaptive Reuse, Urban Revitalization, Cultural
Identity, People-Oriented Planning, Historical Landmarks,
Pragmatic Interventions.
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Jessica Cela

Bachelors of Landscape Architecture | 2023
University of Guelph | Guelph, Canada

Importance of Play in Urban Design | Ontario,
Canada

Thesis Guide: Independent

Understanding the significance of play from childhood to adulthood
shapes city planning and promotes healthier lives. Play directly
influences child development, fostering problem-solving skills,
emotional balance, teamwork, and creativity. It also keeps us mentally
fit. Beyond childhood, play continues as sports, hiking, biking, and social
hangouts, essential “third places” apart from work/school and home.
Sadly, third places are declining due to safety concerns, technology,
and capitalist city planning. This research explores play psychology and
why cities should encourage it. The paper examines declining play for
children and the importance of play for adults. Three case studies will
analyze methods to increase outdoor play facilities and incorporate play
into city design for healthier communities.

Play, Urban Planning, Childhood Development, Community
Health, Psychological Benefits, Play-Friendly Design, Decline of
Play, Physical Activity, Social Interactions, Vibrant Communities
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Sama Hisham, Ali Amr, Mahmoud Ayman, Omar Saleh, Menna
Khalid, Reem El Shekshaky, Eyad Saeed, Ola Waleed

Bachelor of Architecture | 2023

6th of October University | October City, Egypt

Urban and Community Development of Abdeen |
Cairo, Egypt
Thesis Guide: Dr. Manar Ahmed AlGammal

Abdeen district is one of the most famous districts in Cairo with its
palace; Abdeen palace, incredible historical stories and its simple lovable
residents.

According to this heritage that we can't risk losing, we had set a
specific methodology and criteria to achieve community development
and urban regeneration of Abdeen district, step by step starting
with studying the history of the place and its evolution over time to
surveying and analyzing the current status of Abdeen, defining lands
use and their properties, studying the urban fabric and the skyline of
the context, visiting the site to interview the residents to know more
about the current status and to study the social behavior of the people
and the quality of living there. Then defining the problems, constraints
and potentials of the district within the social, environmental and urban
aspects.Sustainable development strategy was the best choice for the
district’s condition to achieve some main community development and
urban regeneration principles.

Sustainable development, Urban Regeneration, Heritage
conservation
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Author Profile:  Virgilio Diaz Karelia Diaz

Master of Science | 2022

Politecnico di Milano | Milan, Italy

Thesis Title: Upside Down Flows. Redeeming the landscapes
crossed by the Olona River | Milan, Italy
Thesis Guide: Andrea Oldani

Abstract: The project explores the possibilities of ‘daylighting’ the Olona River,
buried since the 1950s as a result of socio-economic development along
the crossed urban landscapes of Milan.

The project analyzes the qualitative and physical attributes of the
‘Upside’ public spaces resulting after the culverting of the river, that
have formed a constellation of ‘faceless’ liminals lacking of amenity and
identity, thus, spaces delivering a low ecosystem performance.

The work becomes an experimental urban regeneration proposal,
based on strategies and interventions aimed to reshape the crossed
urban fabric with the Olona’s daylighting, creating a holistic balance
between past, present, and future reimagining the city's streetscape
by integrating nature-based solutions and sustainable urban drainage
systems, assembling in this way a blue-green corridor of open public
spaces, unfolding into the surrounding neighborhoods.

As result, the Olona River presents itself as a palimpsest merging
the ‘downside’ lost water landscapes with the ‘upside’ built fabric,
creating an experimental pathway to a human-landscape redemption,
becoming a catalyser for the insertion of resilient green public spaces,
and delivering a series of ecosystem services aimed to counteract the
current climate crisis and enhance green and sustainable strategies in
Milan by 2050.

Keywords: [andscape architecture, nature-based solutions, palimpsest
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Priy Bhushan
Master’'s in Urban Design | 2022
CEPT University | Ahmedabad, India

Gheekanta Commercial District Redevelopment
Plan | Ahmedabad, India

Thesis Guide: Ar. Purvi Chhadva

Gheekanta district is located at the City's very core and has diverse
heritage, social, recreational, and transit assets, which were born in the
early15th century,and politicaland economicforces arestill transforming
the urban fabric. The district is known for its garment manufacturing &
wholesale market.

The new metro station in the center of the old City will act as a starting
point for visitors. The metro station will act as Zero Point for the old
City. However, the primary question was, How will the surrounding
building and users respond to the metro station? What possible ways
to control the transformation, minimize adverse impacts, and develop
an accessible, compact, mixed-use, transit-oriented GheeKanta
District? Local area planning mechanism used for Preparing a model
for executing the proposed framework plan and carrying out public
place design projects, analysis, solutions, and attempts to trigger
comprehensive development by providing user initiatives. Collaboration
of Governing bodies & institutions would mentor the cloth market
owner and workers and provide funding and a shared transit space for
locals, tourists, workers, and officials.

Transformation, Metro, Multi Modal Integration (MM|)
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Maria Zimnoch Katarzyna Orzechowska

Masters in Architecture | 2021

Cracow University of Technology | Krakéw, Poland

Reduce, reuse, rePlant! Circular city in the area of
the T.Sendzimir Steelworks | Krakow, Poland
Thesis Guide: Dr. Agnieszka Matusik

The ongoing process of rapid urbanization is leading to spatial disorder
and the overpopulation of urban areas. Additionally, economic changes
have resulted in the abandonment of former industrial spaces. However,
there is potential for these areas to be repurposed through innovative
urban design, which can stimulate sustainable development in cities.
This project presents research on a revitalization strategy that focuses
on implementing a circular city design in the Tadeusz Sendzimir steel
plant area in Krakow. This involves a large-scale revitalization project
that combines the preservation of the architectural heritage with
the conscious development of modern urban spaces. We argue that
revitalizing post-industrial areas based on the principles of circular
economy, which involve the circulation of goods and services, can
create a safe, resilient, and durable housing environment. The concept
of circularity provides a general framework that allows cities, including
Krakow, to define, assess, and implement sustainable development
strategies tailored to their unique characteristics. By transforming the
former industrial plants into an integral part of Krakow, the vision is to
create a harmonious living environment where residents coexist with
nature, source local food, utilize green energy, practice water collection
and reuse, and prioritize future sustainability.

Sustainable development, urban planning, circular city, circular
economy, post-industrial area
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Aman Deep Gupta

Masters in Architecture | 2020

Lovely Professional University | Jalandhar, India

Redevelopment of Historical Precincts - A case
example of Kangra Fort | Kangra Fort, India
Thesis Guide: Ar. Mona Malhotra

Every citizen experiences a wonderful opportunity to appreciate the
influence and significance of the structures that make up the urban
landscape. The built environment, like its outstanding and unique
natural surroundings, provides a vital link to its past, assists in celebrating
architectural achievements, and offers a vision for the future. This
thesis addresses importance and negligence of old Kangra, a small hill
town in the state of Himachal Pradesh, India. Despite of being oldest
fort in India and largest of the Himalayan region and being listed on
Archeological survey of India, Kangra fort has negligible importance to
locals which was once their pride. The project is categorized “Green-
High Visibility and Footfall” in Adopt a Heritage Scheme, Government
of India. The thesis sieves out the problem regarding its inattention and
gives different strategies to revitalize the importance of Kangra Fort in
Kangra. The thesis project is an effort to develop the site in a manner
which is appropriate to its cultural significance, thus promoting an
‘enhanced visitor experience’. Also, urban heritage development act
as a catalyst for socio-cultural and economic development; enabling
its sustainable use. Incorporating the latest technologies available,
conjectural restoration is emphasized with meticulous documentation
of the available site for mixed reality experience to the visitor.

Revitalization, Kangra fort, Urban Heritage
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Vidhi Hans

Masters in Architecture (M.Arch) | 2022

Chandigarh College of Architecture, Punjab University | Chandigarh,
India

Re-Envisioning the Urban Plazas of Chandigarh -
The case of Sector 43 and Vikas Marg | Chandigarh,
India

Thesis Guide: Sh. Sohan Lal Saharan

Chandigarh is the first planned city of India designed by Le Corbusier. He
visualised sector 17 as core of Chandigarh, the focal commmercial centre
which obliges the whole city. It was planned in the 1960's inspired from
the French Plaza's. It was planned keeping in mind the commercial
needs of the city and the region. Accordingly sector 17, sector 34 and
sector 43 were visualised as the main commercial centres; Central
Business Districts (CBD)'s of the city. Though for a long time these
commercial places have acted as the major commercial centres of the
city. But due to affecting activities in these areas, the new proposals
for developments and policies i.e. the land use change in the industrial
area, trade change conversion, etc. were implemented. And as a
consequence, malls started coming up there and lot of activity began
happening in the periphery of the city. This has led to the effect on the
functioning and development of the city. So the intent of the study is
to look at these commercial centres in terms of the changes which are
being made or required with relevance of development of city. This
thesis will look at the relevance and applicability to be studied in the
upcoming commercial centres or city centres.

The Outdoor Living Room, Mixed Land Use, Walkability through
Pedestrian Connectivity, Public Interacting Spaces.
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Elisa de Anhdrade Naud

Master's specialization in Architectural and Landscape Heritage | 2022

Politecnico di Milano | Milan, Italy

Rediscovering the place to acknowledge its histo-
ry: Towards the revitalization of Rua da Junqueira
and its forgotten heritage | Lisbon, Portugal

Thesis Guide: Prof. Architect Annapaola Canevari, Asst. Prof Ar. Lisa Astolfi

This work concerns the urban renewal of a street located in Lisbon
district, in conjunction with the restoration of one of the most interesting
palaces from the 18th century. The initial idea was to undertake a
restoration architectural project for the palace known as Palacio Quinta
das Aguias, because it is in question typologically classified as a “quinta
de recreio”. It is an interesting configuration inspired by Italian villas,
which was prevalent in Lisbon during “villeggiatura” period. Throughout
the course of the investigation, several other “quintas de recreio” were
identified, totaling seven other along the same street known as Rua
da Junqueira. Therefore, a historical peculiarity emerged: in the 18th
century, this street was a promenade frequented by the nobility, serving
as a location for their second homes, situated between rural areas also
having direct access to the river. However, today, it is a forgotten street,
neglected by all. This study aimed to explore the potential of restoring
and revitalizing these unique architectural assets, contributing to the
overall preservation and enhancement of the historical urban fabric
of the area. Preserving these assets is a way to protect and honor the
origins of the place and, consequently, its history. Hence, the objective is
to first strengthen the urban design of the street and then leading to an
integrated revitalization of these “quintas de recreio”, preserving their
architectural and cultural significance.

Urban renewal, revitalization project, historical value, urban
intervention, heritage revival, rua da Junqueira, quinta de recreio,
italian villas, palace Quinta das Aguias.
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Introduction

Urban Landscape

The urban landscape theme involves shaping and managing urban
environments with a focus on adaptability to climate change and the
integration of natural and built elements. The theme highlights the
importance of preserving cultural and natural heritage.

Urban well-being is a priority in design, aiming to create healthy
environments that foster a sense of belonging and contribute to
sustainability. Urban landscapesinclude recreational spacesthatserve
as communal sanctuaries for relaxation, socializing, and connecting
with nature.

Thesis projects within this theme explore diverse aspects of urban
life, such as the connection between nature and mental health,
innovative socio-ecological integration, and blue-green infrastructure
designs meeting societal and environmental needs.

Studies evaluate the sustainability of wetland parks as urban
ecosystems, while strategies for inclusive community development
focus on creating environments for all residents. The theme revitalizes
riverine areas, transforming neglected spaces into vibrant zones
honoring the city's history.

Exploring nature-based flood management, the theme finds
strategies that mitigate flooding with nature as a partner. Public
spaces play a crucial role in urban areas for social interaction, cultural
expression, and collective experiences. These studies underscore how
urban landscape design influences cities.

Amid rapid urbanization, the urban landscape theme signifies
transformative change, envisioning cities as sustainable, harmonious,
and inclusive havens beyond mere buildings and roads. These
projects blend science and art to create thriving and adaptable urban
organisms.
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Dimpi Kantariya

Bachelor of Architecture | 2020
Indubhai Parekh School of Architecture | Rajkot, India

Ghat : A Public Space | Varanasi, India
Thesis Guide: Prof. Yatin Pandya

Over time cities have been developed on the bank of the river. In India
water considers a sacred element and has significant mythological
importance in a social-religious context. Numerous cities developed in
India along rivers. The social, cultural, and experiential public spaces are
very different in India around the bank of the river. Varanasi is one of
the oldest cities in India. Public spaces along the Varanasi ghat have
various activities, collectively form a beautiful social-cultural-religious
mosaic. Cities along the river have Ghats and Riverfronts as two distinct
typologies of public space. Riverfronts are predominantly formal design
interventions and their dialogue with the river is visual, while Ghats are
more intricate spaces within the city, and their dialogue with the river
is experiential. The research is an attempt to capture and explore the
liveliness and the essence of public space in the form of the Ghats of
Varanasi and understand the spatial language which makes them alive
and vibrant throughout history. Ghat is a place where people perform
different activities at different times therefore it has been identified as
dynamicandtimelessarchitecture.Theresearchincludesunderstanding
various forms of Ghats by analyzing three different cases of Varanasi
Ghats. Three of them are having different functions, purposes, and also
a unique physical and spatial formation which also helps to understand
the relation of functions with time.

Chats, Timeless public space, Water-land Infrastructure
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Soumitra

M.Sc in Sustainable Architecture and Landscape Design | 2023

Politecnico di Milano | Milan, Italy

Nature to Nurture: Exploring the role of nature in
boosting people’s mental health | India

Thesis Guide: Fabiano Lemes de Oliveira

According to the World Happiness Report of 2023,India ranks 126th of
the 137 countries surveyed.This is a consequence of many diverse factors,
a significant one of which is the character of Indian cities themselves.
Bengaluru is one of India‘'s fastest-moving cities, characterised by a
booming IT industry, usually at the cost of citizens’ mental wellbeing.
The research explores how nature can be used as a healing element
within the Indian context, using Bengaluru as a template.The project
is constructed on the theme of landscape design, tapping into the
inherent potential of Bengaluru's lakes, and reinstating the importance
of its gardens.

The research follows a transversal, multi-scalar approach and uses the
following methodology:Intheinitial stages, the focus lies on establishing
a direct link between nature and mental health and the multifaceted
ways in which it can affect people.Subsequently, Nature Based Solutions
have been interpreted as an important tool to construct the proposal in
three stages: the first stage formulates city level strategies and policies
along with the involvement of various stakeholders; the second stage
serves as a transition between the city and the neighbourhood level
while the third stage focuses on creating a prototype in a particular
neighbourhood which can be transposed to other contexts across the
city or region.The research achieves a framework whereby green-blue
infrastructure can be integrated close to people’s workspaces and
dwellings.

Mental well-being, nature, healing element, Garden City, Nature
based Solutions, green-blue infrastructure.
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Master of Urban Planning | 2023

Birla Institute of Technology | Ranchi, India

Managing Pluvial Floods through Nature Based
Planning Strategies | Delhi, India
Thesis Guide: Shama Parween & Dr. Rajan Chandra Sinha

Pluvial floods resulting from climate change, changing land use,
encroachment of waterbodies, dilapidated stormwater infrastructure,
and increasing impervious surfaces, are emerging as a major concern
globally. Indian cities, like Delhi, Bangalore, Mumbai, and Gurgaon, have
been regularly experiencing events of pluvial floods in the last decade.
Delhi, the National capital, has experienced six flood events in the last
tenyears. The present research aims to reduce the risk of pluvial floods in
Indian cities through nature-based planning strategies(NBPS). The sub-
watershed under Baraphullah Basin, Delhi, has been considered asacase
for analysis based on the history of previous floods. The entire research
can be categorized into two stages, i.e.(i)flood vulnerability assessment
using past pluvial flood data and built-up percentage. (ii)NBS suitability
mapping using various topographical and anthropogenic attributes.
The SCC-CN method was used for runoff assessment for local action
areas. The results show that 30 % of the precipitation caused stagnation
and pluvial floods. An integrated plan considering various urban NBS
has been developed to mitigate the pluvial floods in the study area.
The analysis shows that around 62% of the stormwater causing pluvial
floods can be managed using the NBPS. In conclusion, the study can be
used as a guiding tool, to mitigate pluvial floods occurring in other cities
due to similar causal factors.

Pluvial floods, GIS, Nature-based solutions, climate change.
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MSc Architecture, Urbanism, and Building Sciences | 2023
Delft University of Technology (TU Delft) | Delft, Netherlands

Permeating Socio-Ecological Walls | Sao Paulo,
Brazil

Thesis Guide: Roberto Rocco & Claudio Forgaci

Rapid urbanization, governmental neglect, socio-spatial segregation,
and a widening societal gap has led to Sdo Paulo’'s nickname as the
‘City of Walls'. These processes continue to shape the sprawling city
today, contributing to the formation of a society characterized by multi-
dimensional inequality and deeply isolated marginalized communities.
In addition, global pressures resulting from climate change and the
degradation of ecological systems within the region further expose
these marginalized communities to increasing risks. Consequently,
leading parts of the city to live in the of face extreme exposure, especially
as these communities lack the resilience to withstand these socio-
ecological pressures. Therefore, this thesis focuses on investigating the
role that environmental justice principles have in boosting resilience and
bridging these existing socio-spatial walls for vulnerable communitiesin
Sao Paulo. Addressing these socio-environmental inequalities requires
the establishment of a foundation of ecological integrity, ensuring
a high standard of livability and an environment of inclusivity for
marginalized communities. By examining the vulnerabilities, barriers,
and opportunities present in Brazilian society, this project seeks to
promote the restructuring of Sao Paulo for socio-ecological resilience,
embracing principles of nature-based urbanism, sustainable urban
development, and adaptive governance capacities.

Socio-ecological systems, environmental justice, vulnerable
communities
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Environmental Impact of Constructed Wetland
Parks towards achieving Sustainability | Egypt
Thesis Guide: Prof. Alexander Kader & Prof. Ahmad Haron

Climate change and water scarcity are pressing global challenges, and
researchers are exploring nature-based approaches to mitigate their
negative impacts. Constructed wetland parks (CWPs) are a prominent
nature-based project that help overcome these crises. To evaluate the
success of CWP projects, a questionnaire was developed to assess their
performance impacts and contribution to sustainability. The results
were compared with five international case studies, demonstrating the
positive impact of CW Parks on the environment in different climatic
conditions.

The CWP Index was created to evaluate the overall sustainability
performance of CW Parks and their phases, allowing for better
understanding of opportunities for improvements and planning future
initiatives. The proposed CWP index serves as a strong assessment tool
and summarizes the project’'s impact assessment reports.

Constructed Wetland Parks, Sustainable Landscape,
Environmental Impact Assessment, Multifunctional Parks, Climate
Change, Water Scarcity, Wastewater Reuse, Water Management,
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Masters of Architecture (Urban Design) | 2022

College of Engineering Trivandrum | Trivandrum, India

Re-Imagining The Ancient Port Town Of Beypore
As A Gateway To Malabar Region | Kozhikode, India

Thesis Guide: Dr. Manoj Kumar Kini

Port towns are living organisms that connect the land and water and
have strong historical connections between towns and waterscapes.In
the current scenario, the shift in urban centers transformed blue-green
assets as barriers that created disjunct precincts.The thesis focuses on
analyzing what are the major urban design methods for a water-based
approach to sustainable tourism. The unique geographical setting
of Beypore along the Chaliyar river made it a prominent economic
center and entry point to the Malabar.Urbanization and human-
centered innovations disconnected the tangible and intangible assets
without assessing the tourism potential of Beypore.Blue sustainable
tourism aims to retain the economic and social advantages of tourism
development by spatial design that integrates marine activities,
conserving cultural assets, supports blue-green systems and protecting
environmentally sensitive ecosystems.The thesis aims to analyze the
impacts of blue systems and their related socio-cultural assets which
can be the stewards of future development and heritage practices. The
study thus analyses the current fabric and explores the opportunities to
develop blue sustainable tourism in the ancient port town of Beypore.
Understandings from the theoretical framework and contextual
premise infer to development Beypore as a gateway to the Malabar
region through urban design interventions and key strategies.

Land-water interface, blue sustainable tourism, livelihood.
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Mrunal Venkatakrishnan
Masters of Architecture (Urban Design) | 2023

University of Melbourne | Melbourne, Australia

Re-invigorating the Riverine Realm: Integrating
Urban Design for Water Quality, Resilience, and
Cultural Preservation in the Yarra River |
Melbourne, Australia

Thesis Guide: David Mah

This research explores the integration of urban design strategies to
revitalize the Yarra River, focusing on water quality enhancement,
resilience building,and cultural preservation. Through a multidisciplinary
approach, it examines sediment and waste management, climate
resilience, green-blue infrastructure, recreational spaces, and economic
synergies. The study utilizes qualitative methods, including case studies
and policy analysis, to propose actionable design interventions. Findings
underscore the need for holistic approaches that balance ecological,
social, and cultural aspects while creating economic opportunities. The
research contributes to sustainable urban design discourse, providing
insights for decision-makers and planners in reinvigorating riverine
environments.

Yarra River, urban design, water quality enhancement,
resilience, cultural preservation, sediment management, waste
management, green-blue infrastructure, recreational spaces, job
creation, economic synergies.
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Introduction

Urban Management

The theme of urban management encapsulates the intricate and
multifaceted sphere of governing social and economic aspects within
urban areas. This concept spans a wide array of dimensions aimed
at enhancing the functionality and inclusiveness of cities. The theme
of urban management addresses pivotal components, including
the management of innovative infrastructure, the implementation
of design-oriented solutions for housing and essential services,
the fostering of social cohesion and community development,
the mitigation of conflicts, effective risk management strategies,
assessments of tourism’s impact, and the creation of urban spaces
that are both accessible and inclusive.

This holistic approach is exemplified through a series of perceptive
theses that delve into a diverse range of urban challenges and
opportunities. These theses delve into various topics, from assessing
and bolstering disaster resilience to introducing groundbreaking
concepts in data center management. They also tackle the
establishment of centers for skill development and inclusive
marketplaces, shedding light on the dynamic interplay between
economic forces, social dynamics, and urban planning imperatives.

This exploration further extends to initiatives like the rehabilitation
of marginalized populations, the deliberate shift towards socio-
ecological resilience, and the proposition of effective strategies for
waste management and facility enhancements. Collectively, these
well-researched theses underscore the paramount importance of
efficient urban management in nurturing thriving, balanced, and
harmonious urban environments.
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Abhishek Sharma
Bachelor of Architecture | 2023

Aayojan School Of Architecture | Jaipur, India

Astitva : Urban Center For Waste Management
And Community Development | Jaipur, India
Thesis Guide: Prof. Ritu Nathawat

It is estimated that India generates 65 million tonnes of waste each year
and is home to more than 4 million rag-pickers. Thousands of people risk
their lives collecting trash in landfills, they sort all kinds of waste from
the dump sites and streets. The pandemic amplified the risk, that India’s
informal waste workers face. Due to the nature of their work, many of
them have low immunity. They earn their livelihood on day to day basis,
these unsung soldiers armed with plastic bags, plunge their bare hands
into the garbage and start sorting. Only a few have protective gear or
even clean water for hand-washing. Children are also working with their
parents to earn their daily needs for survival.

This thesis attempts to address the issues of waste management and
the condition of waste pickers in the city of Jaipur. By raising the spirit of
the community and guiding them to live in an efficient way for a better
life cycle. By Introducing spaces for work, learning, and well-being to
create an environment that fosters engagement of Rag Pickers and
hence strengthens community ties. Also, to develop a pilot model that
encourages solid waste management at the local level while training
people in the same field. Additionally by introducing a learning platform
for the children of the community to make them educationally stable in
the near future. Throughout the research, architecture emerges as the
driving force behind promoting positive social change.

Waste Management, Rag Pickers Community, Community
Development.
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Bachelor of Architecture | 2023
Wadiyar Centre For Architecture | Mysore, India

Glocalism: Reinterpretation of Craftsmanship in a
Public Realm | Mumbai, India
Thesis Guide: Ar. Anjali C

This architectural thesis explores the ‘global’ and ‘local’ interface in
craftsmanship, architecture, and urban realms. Focused on urban
inclusivity, it revitalizes a derelict mill land in Mumbai, Maharashtra,
transforming it into a vibrant public realm through architectural
intervention. Key strengths include community engagement,
scalability, and repurposing industrial heritage. The project showcases
transformative benefits, breathing new life into neighborhoods with
sustainable spaces. Infusing ‘glocal’ fashion practices raises awareness of
responsible consumption. Strong emphasis on community involvement
ensures alignment with their needs, creating resonating public
spaces. The site's historical value contributes to cultural significance.
The revitalized spaces embody a unique identity rooted in the
region’s industrial history. Addressing urbanization issues, the project
exemplifies inclusivity and sets a prototype for similar initiatives across
India. Its replicability and adaptability aim to inspire urban revitalization
and sustainable development.

Glocalism, Urban inclusivity, Sustainability, Industrial heritage,
Mumbai.
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Andrea Castro Josué Zeledén Verénica Campos Angélica Solis
Jiménez Rodriguez Céspedes Arce

Bachelor of Architecture | 2023

University of Costa Rica | San Pedro, Costa Rica

Sociospatial Injustice. Analysis And Registration of
its Manifestations in Barrio Sinai | Costa Rica

Thesis Guide: Mario Villalta Florez-Estrada

Inequalities perpetuated and normalized over time are consolidated as
manifestations of injustice with both material and symbolic implications
that especially affect people living in informal settlements, due to the
permanence over time of structural problems, the lack of institutional
support, as well as collective imaginaries that result in shortcomings in
terms of access to the benefits of the city. Under this premise, we came
with the question backbone for this research: “How are socio-spatial (in)
justices manifested in informal settlements, taking into consideration
social, economic, environmental and political dimensions?” This
research applies the case study in Barrio Sinai, San Rafael de Montes
de Oca. Some of the concepts we developed were injustice, informal
settlements, habitat, informal city, the trialectics of space and the
right to the city. We therefore could apply an analytical framework for
the creation of a graphic-narrative register containing findings about
injustices in the community. This information gave visibility to the reality
of each of the people living in the neighborhood and became a support
tool in the implementation of pro-development initiatives, as well as in
territorial management decision-making.

Injustice (socio-spatial, structural, distributive), ecology, politics,
habitat, spatial inequality, informal settlements, right to the city,
Barrio Sinar.
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Bachelor of Architecture | 2021
Aligarh Muslim University | Aligarh, India

Skill Development Centre in Urban Villages |
Shahberi, Ghaziabad, India
Thesis Guide: Ar. T.R. Warsi

Urban villages formed at the fringes of Delhi NCR represent the
detrimental effects of rapid urbanisation in metropolitans across India.
These settlements are a microcosm of urbanising India and represent
a new character of settlements having several advantages but also
unique challenges.

The proposal is a paradigm developed in the village, Shahberi. The
objective was to study the morphology of these settlements, identify
and address the major issues faced in these areas and devise a unique
urban management framework that can cater to their unique everyday
issues. Urban village being an emerging typology of settlementsis highly
influenced by its context of development and cannot be efficiently
managed by the generic policies. Currently, no framework exists for
management of resources in these areas. The existing methodologies
and standards in urban settlements fail to represent the issues. As a
result the quality of life continues to deteriorate.

Through this thesis project, the intention was to develop a practical
model for open, public space that serves as a focal point for positive
transformation in the surrounding area, promotes economic stability
and infrastructure improvements, and above all promotes holistic
development.

Urban Management, Self - sustaining community driven initiatives,
Tactical solutions, Inclusive Development, Holistic Development,
Socio-economic  development, Interventions for designing
opportunities for impact.
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Shreyasi Singha
Bachelor of Architecture | 2023

BMS College of Architecture | Bengaluru, India

Aikya - A Culturally Inclusive Marketplace |
Guwahati, India
Thesis Guide: Dr. Mamatha P Raj & Ar. Hima CS

This thesis project explores the challenges faced by street vendors
in Guwahati, India, with a focus on local and tribal vendors, majority
of them being women. It highlights the significance of periodic
markets (Saptahik Bazars) in providing affordable fresh produce but
acknowledges the issues of informal street vending, such as pedestrian
obstruction and traffic-related problems.

Theresearchemphasizesthe need of aformal marketplace with essential
amenities to improve livelihoods, promote cultural inclusiveness, and
foster unity among diverse vendor communities as 74% of the city's
markets are currently residing on the roadside without any essential
amenities.

Most of the Tribal Women vendors come from Matrilineal Societies
which makes them the sole bread earners for their families, and they
face obstacles like inadequate infrastructure and unhygienic conditions
when they come to vend in the city, which affects not only their income
but also the overall economy of the State.

The methodology included a base study to identify the challenges,
surveys, interviews, literature review, and site analysis, to explore
sustainable solutions for providing a safe and secure vending
atmosphere with essential amenities for street vendors in Guwahati.

Street \Vlendors, Periodic Markets, Cultural Inclusiveness, Farmer's
Market, Marketplace, Social and Community Management, Urban
Conflict Management, Inclusive Urbanism.
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Seoul National University of Science and Technology | Seoul, S. Korea

Dissolving Matrix; New Type of Data Center
Introduced by Air Rights | Seoul, South Korea
Thesis Guide: Sunggi Park

In Seoul, the center of Korea, more than half of the population are living
in this city very densely. While the number of people moving to the
city searching for better infrastructure, culture, industry, and jobs is
expected to increase further, the city is not expanding at all.

Therefore, Space in the city areas is becoming increasingly scarce. With
the problems of urban areas due to lack of available land, such as rising
land prices, housing shortages, rising rents, and lack of green space,
expected to continue to be more serious in the future, how should these
problems be solved?

As a way to use space efficiently, | would like to propose AIR RIGHTS. In
simple terms, Air Rights are therightsto transfer and trade the remaining
floor area ratio. Currently, most of the remaining floor area ratios in Seoul
are left untapped. If such a space is used, it will be possible to solve the
problem of urban areas by using the insufficient space in Seoul in more
three-dimensional ways.

Therefore, through this project, | would like to introduce a new type
of infrastructure that can be introduced by utilizing Air Rights.This
infrastructure is a new type of data center that combines shared
housing, data centers, floating gardens, and shared offices, which are
deployed throughout the city to provide better quality space for many
people.

Air Rights, Data Center, Infrastructure.
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Sinhgad College of Architecture | Pune, India

Center for Rehabilitation of the People diagnosed
with Psychiatric llinesses | Pune, India

Thesis Guide: Ar. Anuja Inamdar

The presentedresearchandthesisisdirected towardsthere-introduction
of the individuals recovering from mental illnesses and psychiatric
conditionsto the society with the assistance of Psychiatric Rehabilitation
Centers. The purpose of this project is to emphasize the need for the
provision of Psychiatric Rehabilitation Facilities and hence define the
role of architecture and landscape in the process of psychiatric recovery.
The project would extend a comprehensive approach towards mental
health and rehabilitation; therefore making an effort to alleviate the
gap between the patients in recovery and the community. It has been
studied that community-based, interactive spaces provide a nourishing
environment for psychiatric recuperation. Such spaces portray the
significance of mental well-being and play a crucial role in reducing the
stigma around psychiatric disorders. Incorporating a health promotive
approach in design, developing a salutogenic perspective and biophilic
intervention may stimulate the process of recovery and improve health
outcomes. Inclusion of nature in design effectuates positivity and may
create a significant impact on the physical as well as mental health
of the patient. Needless to say, sustainable design approaches should
invariably be adopted in any design process as it helps to conserve the
environment and maintain ecological balance.

Psychiatric Rehabilitation Center, Psychology, Mental Disorders
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Technological Institute of the Philippines | Quezon City, Philippines

GMA Network Inc: Multimedia Broadcasting and
Cultural Centre Enlivening Philippine Mythology
Through Social Architecture | Quezon City,
Philippines

Thesis Guide:

The Philippines faces a growing fake news issue with severe
consequences. In 2022, a Pulse Asia survey found that 86% of Filipino
adults saw fake news as a major problem. This situation harms unity and
trust in media, worsened by a broadcasting center’s closure in 2020 due
to politics. This thesis suggests a pioneering plan to transform Philippine
broadcasting. It envisions a “Center of Excellence” to tackle fake news
by redesigning broadcasting complexes. The idea is an inclusive space,
breaking from exclusive norms, situated in an urban city for broader
access. This project aims to democratize information-sharing, involving
all, even marginalized groups. It applies social architecture to promote
inclusivity, fostering dialogue and media literacy. This center will be a
news platform and a community space, encouraging discussions. The
design blends cultural elements, reviving Philippine Mythology, to
strengthen the connection between the center and heritage. This mix
of modern and tradition fosters pride and reliability.

Fake news crisis, Inclusive broadcasting complex, Democratize
information-sharing, Cultural heritage integration, Reliable source
of information.
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Maria Jose Santos
Bachelor of Architecture | 2018

University of the Americas | Quito Ecuador

Gastronomic Center - La REPUBLICA | Quito
Ecuador
Thesis Guide: Independent

“Centro Gastrondmico Republica,” nestled in Quito’s “Republica” and
“Rumipamba” districts, addresses the absence of gastronomic and
cultural education spaces. It combats social fragmentation at the
crossroads of Republica Avenue and 10 de Agosto Avenue. Its phased
approach—analytical, descriptive, propositive—aligns with the site'’s
aspects: form, function, user.

The endeavor seeks an architectural design harmonizing functionality
and sensory appeal, aligned with Quito’s 2040 urban vision. It promotes
engagement in the metabolic cycle of food culture, intertwining with
diversifying activities and fundamental needs.

The blueprint crafts spaces for enduring social interaction, achieved by
an enclosed garden encircled by an architectural envelope. This blend
with nature fosters sensory experiences and internal cohesion.

A guiding ramp integrates open and enclosed spaces, channeling users
towards interior activities. Vertical expansion privatizes functions, while
the tower centralizes gastronomic knowledge, distinct yet connected to
a vegetated open floor nurturing a relationship with surroundings.
“Centro Gastrondmico Republica” addresses Quito's educational gaps,
blending human activity, aesthetics, and ecology. Its design bridges
divides and propels cultural and gastronomic education into a future of
experiential learning and community unity.

Urban symphony, private and public, social, public space
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An Inclusive Paradigm to Sustain Fishermen
Communities: Catalysing Inevitable
Infrastructural Growth | Tajpur, India

Thesis Guide: Shraddha Manjrekar; Rohit Potdar

The entire world is undergoing inevitable urbanization at the moment,
regardless of whether the context is classified as ‘developed’ or
‘developing’. Rapid urbanization is taking place to maintain and achieve
becoming a global power. Urbanization is taking physical shape with
the rise of infrastructural growth like ports, industrial corridors, and
so on. There might be a few cases where development is sustainable
but almost all are unsustained when it comes to local communities.
Just because growth cannot be opposed, changes are expected to be
adapted to. There are numerous aspects to defining India, but the two
most important for this project are that it is a diverse country, housing
numerous communities of all backgrounds, and that it is a developing
country, aiming to become a global power by 2035. There are numerous
proposals and ongoing projects for industrial corridors, ports, etc but
along with infrastructural growth, India and even other countries have
not seemed to focus on inclusivity, which has now led to community
displacement, lost identity, economic inequality, rising poverty, and
so on. One should make inclusive growth the primary agenda, as it
involves benefiting all stakeholders and communities and avoiding
inequality while urbanization is taking place. Inclusive growth can
resolve many current-day issues in rural, peri-urban, and urban contexts,
and considering the goals of India, it should set an example by leading
development through this model of growth.

Socio-economic inclusivity, Community Upliftment and balanced
coexistence, Promoting local occupation, Sustainable and ecology
friendly growth.
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Masters of Science (Urbanism Track) | 2020

TU Delft | Delft, Netherlands

Beyond Cleansing : Transitioning Towards Socio-
Ecological Resilience in the Ganges River Basin
through an Adaptive Spatial Planning Model |
Ganges River Basin, India

Thesis Guide: Dr. D. A. Sepulveda Carmona & Dr. IR. Claudiu Forgaci

The capitalistic approach towards urbanization in India has led to
a great disparity between different socio-cultural groups as well as
creating a huge pressure on the ecological systems. Further, with the
changing climate, these vulnerable groups are increasingly pushed
towards hazards. This can be observed even in the Ganges River Basin
where unplanned urbanization has caused a fragmented river system
that puts several local settlements at increasing risk. The approach to
planning water-centric projects has not been holistic in the past, and
with uncertainties of changing times, the planning approach needsto be
more adaptive. The project aims to re-look at the current development
trend within the existing system and derive a possible adaptive spatial
planning model, that would include local communities and governing
bodies into the planning process. .Designing for the resilience of the
Ganges River Basin is based on the understanding of the relationship
between the human systems and the ecological systems.The derived
Adaptive Spatial Planning framework enables a flexible approach
and integration of local stakeholders. Local adaptation of multi-scalar
strategies along with knowledge from the community will allow early
testing of strategies and inform policies with results, reducing the
development timeline compared to traditional planning where policies
are derived at the central level without an in-depth understanding of
local context.

Adaptive Spatial Planning, Socio-Economic Resilience, Community
Participation
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Assessment of Urban Resilience and Disaster Risk
Reduction | Egypt

Thesis Guide: Prof. Mohamed Hussein Abdel Kader & Prof. Ehab
Mahmoud Oklba

Urban resilience is a recent research venue that has gained the interest
of practitioners due to the global increase in urban population and
the escalating impacts of hazards and stresses on cities and urban
settlements. Assessment of urban resilience is a major component of
resilience building and imposing resilient strategies and action plans.
However, resilience assessment is a complex process that implies
intensive resources, professional skills and fund allocations making
periodic and regular evaluation of resilience extremely difficult. The
research aims to develop a comprehensive resilience assessment tool
(The resilience Performance Index) that accounts for both natural
and man-induced hazards and stresses taking into consideration the
initial contextual state. The developed tool approaches the complexity
of resilience assessment through the incorporation of an artificial
intelligence system (Fuzzy Logic System) to model and simulate
different resilience indicators, hence transforming urban resilience
into a measurable, tangible concept.

Urban Resilience, Assessment, Resilience Dimensions, Indicators,
Fuzzy Logic.
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Sayantani Saha
M.Arch (Urban Design) | 2020

Om Dayal College of Engineering and Architecture | Howrah, India

Proposal for Decongestion and Facility Upgrade
of Urban Activities of The Gateway City, Case
Application at Siliguri | West Bengal, India

Thesis Guide: Dr. Shivashish Bose

Urban development of a ‘Gateway City' is guided through the
gateways or the transportation routes that the city serves physically,
functionally, socially, economically, and environmentally. As a result of
rapid urban growth, these cities face congestion, over-utilization, and
under-utilization of urban spaces. Siliguri is the third largest urban
agglomeration of West Bengal. This city is famous as the ‘Gateway’,
for its international boundaries and as it connects the North-eastern
states of India and the Northern part of West Bengal itself with the
rest of the country. Thus, the city serves as the main trade, tourism &
transit corridor, and physical, functional & economic centre for the
surroundings. Siliguri has an organic settlement and the urban core of
Siliguri lies around the triangle made by the arterial streets. This core
consists of the CBD, public infrastructure buildings, main commercial
settlements. Due to the inadequacy of the infrastructures, the city is not
spreading spatially as well as the core is getting congested and choked.
This paper uses conventional urban design parameters and approaches
of Kevin Lynch and Paul D Spreiregen to evaluate the existing urban
scenario and to develop hypothetical proposals for ‘decongestion’ and
‘facility upgrade’ in the case of Siliguri. This research emphasises on how
urban design tools can direct the urban development of existing spaces
and elevate the quality of newly proposed urban spaces.

Facilitu Upgrade, Decongestion, Urban Development
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Introduction

Urban Networks

The concept of urban networks revolves around the optimization of
connectivity and mobility, both within individual urban areas and
between them. This comprehensive idea encompasses several critical
dimensions, including enhancing accessibility, promoting transit-
oriented development, strengthening city-to-city linkages, and
introducing innovative water-based transit systems. The central focus
of this theme is to establish fluid and efficient patterns of movement
within urban centers while simultaneously fostering seamless
regional connections among diverse areas.

A curated selection of theses falling under the umbrella of this
theme explores a wide spectrum of perspectives. For instance, there
are investigations into identifying adaptable structures within road
infrastructure that can be repurposed to catalyze urban activation.
Additionally, there are visionary endeavors aimed at conceptualizing
self-sufficient cities that deliberately reduce the reliance on extensive
mobility, thereby minimizing environmental impact.

Moreover, the exploration extends to the realm of alternative
transportation modes, with an emphasis on safety and connectivity.
This includes innovative redesigns of cycle networks to encourage
more sustainable means of travel while prioritizing the well-being of
commuters.

Collectively, these meticulously crafted theses illuminate the pivotal
role that efficient urban networks play in shaping the character
of contemporary cities. They underscore how interconnected and
accessible urban environments can be nurtured through thoughtful
strategies, ultimately contributing to the creation of vibrant, well-
functioning, and forward-looking urban landscapes.
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Juan David Granados Vela
Undergraduate Degree - BA Architecture | 2022

Pontificia Universidad Javerianal Bogotd, Colombia

Catalogue of habitable structures for urban
activation in the road infrastructure | Bogota

Thesis Guide: Juan Jacobo Molina Restrepo

The urban expansion of Bogota was determined by population growth
in the periphery of the city, generating a rapid urban sprawl causing the
expansion and creation of road structures to support the high demand
for connectivity of the city. This resulted in different types of affectations
and morphological impacts on the habitability and deactivation of the
socioeconomic development of the neighboring urban centers. How to
activate the relationship of the road network of Bogota disconnected
from its immediate urban context by the insertion and expansion
of bridges and road sections? A diagnostic matrix was developed
exposing the urban phenomena generated by the road infrastructure
over six urban centers of Bogota and their relation to the characteristics
of physical deterioration and socio economic decline of the sectors. As
a result, it was developed several strategies for the design of different
spaces and structures that can be hybridized with the immediate
context generating new habitable and connected spaces in the
affected urban centers. These are presented from a design catalog of
relationships between architectural and urban modular pieces, which
by relating to each other create different types of habitable structures
with a diversity of social and economic dynamics that potentiate the
flows and permanence within the road elements. This contributes to
the habitability and renovation of these spaces, seeking to reconnect
the urban systems fragmented by the road network.

Public  space, Road Infrastructure Architectural  Design,
Habitable Structures, Urban Design, Urban Centers,modular
systems,regeneration of urban fragments,social mobility.
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Sreethu PR

Masters of Architecture (Urban Design) | 2021

RV College of Architecture | Bengaluru, India

Sensing The Invisible | Thrissur, India
Thesis Guide: Brinda Sastry & Anup Naik

Urban spaces are constantly evolving and upgrading, but in most
cases proposed developments focus on improving the physical setting
without considering the sensory identity of the place. Such ocularcentric
approach leadsto the creation of homogeneous urban spaces which lack
unique sensory qualities. Due to its complexity in synthesizing, sensory
attributes of place are not considered during urban redevelopment.
The resulting sensory deficient or sensory overloaded spaces evoke
negative emotions in people. It can lead to placelessness and weaken
people’s attachment to place.

The intent of this thesis is to explore the sensory experience and
associations which contribute to place identity in the historic core of
Thrissur city. The thesis seeks to analyse the sensory experience and its
associations with the people, and develops a toolkit for documenting
the multi-sensory attributes of the place. Considering the proximity
and degree of adaptability of each sensory stimuli, this toolkit is limited
to visual and aural sensescapes. The toolkit developed can be applied
in any urban context and it can help to decode the sensory identity of
a place and people’s associations with it, including their behavioral
response. Through the application of the toolkit, multi-sensory design
strategies for enhancing the experiential quality of life in our cities can
be formulated. This research makes a significant contribution to field of
sensory urbanism and its impact on human behaviour.

Perceptual dimension in urban design, Sensory urbanism, Sensory
identity.
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Shrida Venkatesh
Master of Architecture | 2022

Manchester School of Architecture | Manchester, United Kindgom

The Self-sufficient city | Manchester, United
Kingdom
Thesis Guide: Ulysses Sengupta

As cities are responsible for the majority of global carbon emissions,
there is an urgent need to turn zero-carbon ambitions into action to
respond to the current climate crisis. This thesis will explore a new
approach to designing for a zero-carbon future, combining urban
design and computational methodologies to develop self-sufficient net-
zero development. The new development aims to create a walkable and
accessible neighbourhood at the urban level and proposes an optimised
urban form for solar gain and energy efficiency. The application of the
computational design tool and analysis helped develop a superblock
that meets and exceeds the Northern Gateway's housing demand while
maintaining proper daylight access to the residential units and streets.
At the urban level, these characteristics make a lively and walkable
neighbourhood through architectural and urban design while being
grounded in rigorous, data-driven analysis.

Walkability, Accessibility, Low carbon urban form
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Toby Godfray
MSc Sustainable Cities | 2021

King's College London | London, United Kingdom

“More than paint on concrete”: Conducting a Play-
ful Reimagination of London’'s Expanding Cycle
Network | London, UK

Thesis Guide: Luke Dickens

This research sets out to explore and assess a playful reimagination of
London’s expanding cycle network, shifting away from extant literature
that has majorly concentrated on the playful nature of cycling’s social
activisms, towards the integration of play into cycling’'s physical
infrastructures. This overriding aim is realised through a sequential,
three-stage data collection process, comprising semi-structured
“expert” interviews, the creation of a “Cycle-Play” repository using
photography, observation and comparison, and a participatory drawing
and annotation exercise, prompting 26 London residents to playfully
reimagine their city’'s cycle network. Upon collating and triangulating
the various findings, three conclusions pertain: that London’s network
is currently devoid of play; that the audience for play is “out there”,
yet significant barriers will possibly restrict its future uptake; and that
inspiration for playfully reimagining London cycling can be sourced
externally (fromm other cities) as well as internally (creativity from
residents themselves).

Playful Reimagination, London Cycle Network, Integration of Play,
Data Collection Process, Urban Cycling Playfulness, Play, cycling,
design.
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Urban Designer, Harvard Graduate School of Design
Principal Urban Designer, Sasaki

Martin is an experienced urban designer and principal at Sasaki’s urban practice. He has designed
urban centers around the world for over 20 years, ranging from small infill sites to large regional
plans. Martin combines economic goals, regulatory requirements, and ecological systems thinking
to create innovative and valuable places. He helps lead big-picture thinking for the urban design
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Urban Designer, Harvard Graduate School of Design
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Urban Designer, Harvard Graduate School of Design
Assistant Professor at Seoul National University of Science & Technology
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Lebanon. Dr. Mohareb is on the editorial review board for several academic journals.
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Merit Award from the American Society of Landscape Architects in 2001. A former Professor at the
University of lllinois, she has also taught at IIT Kharagpur and IIT Gandhinagar.
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Concluding Remark

As we arrive at the culmination of this compilation, we are prompted
to introspect upon the intricate and diverse tapestry of ideas, insights,
and perspectives that have been masterfully woven together within
the pages of the UDL Thesis Publication 2023's “Book of Abstracts”. The
myriad abstracts presented within these pages serve as a resounding
testament to the ceaseless wellspring of curiosity and ingenuity that
propels the sphere of urban design and development forward.

Our profound gratitude extends to the invaluable contributors whose
contemplative explorations of a wide spectrum of themes have
served to expand our comprehension of the multifaceted dimensions
encompassing urban existence. The fervent dedication with which
these scholars have illuminated the nuances of urban revitalization,
landscape architecture, management strategies, and interconnected
networks has kindled a palpable sense of innovation within the folds of
our academic community.

As these abstracts now find their abode within the annals of knowledge,
they stand as a poignant testimony to the ceaseless evolution intrinsic
to urban design and development. In doing so, they beckon forth as
a source of inspiration for the forthcoming generations of scholars,
practitioners, and visionaries. With their guidance, the boundaries of
possibility are destined to be stretched anew, facilitating a reimagining
of urban spaces that are inherently more inclusive, sustainable, and
teeming with vitality.

Looking ahead, we are excited to announce that the final culmination
of these selected theses will find its way into a comprehensive volume
to be published by the close of this year. This definitive publication,
encompassing the culmination of diligent research and insightful
analysis, will bear an ISSN number, solidifying its place as a scholarly
cornerstone within the field. This forthcoming endeavor embodies
a bridge between the abstract and the tangible, and we eagerly
anticipate the knowledge exchange it will foster as it ventures into the
hands and minds of avid learners, practitioners, and pioneers alike.
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